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Title: Polishing implement for polishing shoes 

The invention relates to a polishing implement for polishing a shoe 
or the like, comprising a structure to be handheld, provided with an absorbing 
fibre layer for applying or introducing a polishing product; and a sachet 
attached to, or to be attached to the structure for containing the polishing 
5 product. 

Such an implement is known from the French patent 
FR-A-2,632,511. These and other like polishing implements have as a 
drawback that when they are utilised in practice, the polishing product is 
forced in an uncontrolled manner from a holder into and onto a fiber layer, so 

10 that initially, an excess of the product becomes available and the sachet 
empties prematurely. 

The object of the invention is to avoid this drawback and to provide 
an improved polishing implement, enabling a better application of the 
polishing product to the shoe. 

15 This object is achieved with a polishing implement according to the 

features of claim 1. By providing the polishing implement with a sachet 
comprising a fiber layer impregnated with polishing product and which, in 
closed condition, is screened off by a protective layer, a well impregnated 
surface for applying the polishing product is provided immediately after the 

20 sachet is opened. In this manner, the ease of use can be enhanced in that, 

when in use, the polishing implement according to the invention immediately 
provides a polishing surface provided with polishing product. The polishing 
surface itself needs not first become impregnated before the polishing product 
is dispensed. Moreover, the polishing implement according to the invention 

25 offers the advantage that the polishing product has spread evenly over a 
relatively large surface the size of the dimension of the sachet, which is 
beneficial to the ease of use. 
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In one embodiment, the sachet can be removable and cover the first 
polishing layer at least partly, so that only after removal of the second 
polishing layer, the first polishing layer is completely revealed. This can be 
effected, for instance, by providing a weakly adhesive intermediate layer, or for 
5 instance through the use of Velcro tape. 

In an alternative embodiment, the polishing implement can 
comprise an impermeable layer to which the such a is attached, which 
impermeable layer has a surface greater than the sachet. In particular, this 
impermeable layer can have a surface greater than the sachet in opened 
10 condition so that initially, upon introduction of the polishing product through 
the use of the second polishing layer, the first polishing layer remains 
protected and is only drawn on if all polishing product has been applied to the 
shoe by the second polishing layer. 

In yet another alternative embodiment, in opened condition, the 
15 sachet reaches beyond an edge of the structure. As a result, this edge of the 

structure offers a good possibility for applying the polishing product accurately 
and with some force. 

In a preferred embodiment, the sachet comprises a protective layer 
and, provided thereon, a fiber layer saturated with polishing product, while, in 
20 closed condition, the protective layer is folded over and sealed off along the 
edges, while the sachet is provided to the structure on one side of the fold. In 
particular, the sachet is then attached to a bottom side of the structure so that, 
in use, in folded opened condition, it reaches beyond the edge and is folded 
' back, and can be attached to the top side of the structure. This offers, inter 
25 alia, the advantage that by folding over the fibre layer, impregnation is 

optimal, while further a relatively small surface of high quality, for instance 
vapour thigh (aluminum) foil can be used for closing it off. In use, this foil can 
contribute to the strengthening of the product adjacent the fingers. 
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In one elaboration, the structure comprises a glove. In a different 
elaboration, the structure comprises a handle and a relatively flat part forming 
a base for the sachet. 

The invention will be further elucidated with reference to the 
5 drawing. In the drawing: 

Fig. 1 shows a schematic representation of the polishing implement 
according to the invention in the form of a disposable glove; 

Fig. 2 shows a schematic representation of a cross section of the 
glove of Fig. 1, with the sachet in closed condition [A] and with the sachet in 
10 opened condition [B]; 

Fig. 3 shows another embodiment of the polishing implement 
according to the invention; 

Fig. 4 shows the polishing implement of Fig. 3 in use; 

Fig. 5 shows a third embodiment of the polishing implement 
15 according to the invention; and 

Fig. 6 shows a fourth embodiment of the polishing implement 
according to the invention. 

In Fig. 1, a first embodiment of the polishing implement according to 
the invention is represented. In this Figure, a disposable glove 1 is illustrated 
20 from, for instance, a pressed non-woven material in which a hand 2 can be 

inserted. The non-woven material forms a first polishing layer 3, with which a 
shoe can be polished. On the material, a sachet 4 is attached which, in Fig. 1, 
is opened according.to arrow P, as is further elucidated with reference to 
Fig. 2. The substantially flat sachet contains a polishing product such as shoe 
25 polish, cleaner or a treating agent. The sachet 4 further contains a protective 
layer 5 which is provided on the inside with a fiber layer 6 impregnated with 
polishing product, extending substantially to the edges of the protective foil 5. 
By folding the sachet open as shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2, the fiber layer 6 in 
opened condition can form a second polishing layer. 
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In sections [A] and[B], Fig. 2 shows the closed or opened condition, 
respectively, of the sachet 4, which has been attached adjacent the finger tips 
of a glove 1. In closed condition, the sachet 4 is folded over and sealed off along 
the edges 7, while the sachet is provided onto the structure on one side of the 
5 fold 8, for instance through thermal or acoustic welding or through gluing. 
Preferably, the sachet 4 consists of a high quality protective foil so that the 
shelf life of the impregnated material increases as the polishing product is 
prevented from degassing. As represented in Figs. 2[A] and [B], preferably, the 
sachet is not attached to the glove 1 directly, but via an impermeable 
10 intermediate layer 9. This layer serves for enlarging the polishing surface of 
the second polishing layer 6, so that initially, the first polishing layer 3 
remains protected, and is only drawn on if all polishing product has been 
applied to the shoe with the second polishing layer 6. The sachet 4 can for 
instance be glued to this impermeable layer 9. The impermeable layer can be 
15 removably provided on the glove 1, for instance with a weak adhesive glue or 
with Velcro tape or the like. 

Preferably, the glove 1 in Figs. 1 and 2 is formed such that in opened, 
condition, the sachet reaches beyond the edge 10 which is formed, in use, by 
the extremity of the fingers. As a result, the polishing-ease for the user is 
20 enhanced and an object to be treated such as a shoe or the like can be treated 
more accurately. In particular, the sachet 4 is then attached to a bottom side 
11, i.e. the inside of the hand of the glove* so that in use, in folded open 
condition, it reaches beyond the edge 10 and, when folded back, it can be 
attached onto a top side 12, i.e. the outside of the hand of the glove, for 
25 instance with Velcro tape (not shown), an adhesive strip or the like. 

Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 show a second embodiment of a disposable glove, 
modified according to the invention. In this embodiment, the glove 13 is 
relatively small and suitable to be pulled over only (a part of) the fingers, as 
shown in"Fig. 4. A protective foil 14 has been provided over one side of the 
30 glove 13, so that upon removal thereof, as illustrated in Fig. 3, it reveals an 
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impregnated fiber layer 6 forming a polishing layer for applying polishing 
product onto the shoe. 

Fig. 5 shows a variant: here, use is made of a sachet 4 which can be 
attached to a glove 15 while the glove needs not be thrown away. By means of 
5 a special fastening edge 16, the sachet is removably attached to the glove. The 
sachets are separate from the glove, included, for instance, in a special holder 
while during polishing, each time, a sachet can be taken from the holder and 
be attached to the glove 13. 

Fig. 6 finally shows yet another embodiment, wherein the sachet 4 is 

10 attached to a special grip 17. With it, a handle 18 is provided to which the 
sachet can be attached in order to be used as a polishing implement. In a 
manner similar to that described hereinabove, the sachet 4 is provided with an 
impregnated fiber layer, which, in closed condition, is screened off by a 
protective layer and which, in opened condition, forms a polishing layer for 

15 applying the polishing product to the shoe. 

The invention is discussed with reference to the embodiments, but 
various modifications and variations can be used. The structure can be 
manufactured from known laminated materials, wile use can be made of non- 
permeable layers on the inside and absorbing, for instance non-woven material 

20 on the outside. Also other materials with a surface structure suitable for 

roughening or performing other operations to shoes can be used (locally). Such 
variations are understood to fall within the framework of the invention as 
defined in the following claims. 
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